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Mr. Henry Law's letter in the same issue as 
that in which it appeared. Dr. Smith does not, 
however, ccmplain that his accusations against 
examiners of the Sanitary Institute appeared in 
PUBLIC HEALT~ one month before the answer of 
the chairman of the Board of Examiners. His 
present letter will similarly have a month's start, 
should any member of the Council of the Incor- 
porated Society of M.O.H. think it necessary to 
write to PUBLIC HEALTH on the subject. 

Dr. Smith correctly says that PUBLm HEAL'IH 
is not the journal of the Sanitary Institute. It  
is, however, the journal of the Incorporated 
Society of M.O.H., and so long as it is 
edited by its present editor its columns will 
be open month by month to all fellows, mem- 
bers, and associates of the Society, irrespective of 
whether they are also connected with the Sanitary 
Institute or not.--Editor,  PUBLIC HEALTt-L] 

A N N O T A T I O N S .  
CLOSURE OF PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

UNDER THE NEW CODE.--Act 88 Of the New Code 
recently issued, makes it obligatory on managers to 
comply with any notice to close a school given by 
the sanitary authority " or any two members ot 
such authority acting on the advice of the medical 
officer of health." This obviates the delays in- 
curred by having under the old code to obtain a 
notice from the sanitary authority, which often 
greatly diminished the efficiency of school closure 
as a means of preventing the spread of dtsease. 
It  is to be hoped, however, that school-closure 
having become more easily secured, will only be 
resorted to under a full sense of the responsibility 
incurred by interfering with the educational work 
of a district. 

ONE-ROOMED HOMEs.--At the monthly meeting 
of the Church of England Sanitary Association on 
April 5th, the Rev. J. F. Kitto, in a paper on 
"One-roomed Houses," said that the cost of land 
in many parts of London was so great as to be 
absolutely prohibitive of any private scheme of 
building for the accommodation of the poor which 
would secure an adequate return for the outlay 
incurred. Not even rent equal to the fifth part of 
the working man's total earnings would represent 
a sufficient interest for the capital sunk in housing 
him properly. The provision of houses for agri- 
cultural labourers in country villages at a price 
which is not remunerative to the landlord, was 
regarded as part of the obligation which the land 
owner must fulfil to secure tenants for his farms. 
Similarly a great city like London must house its 
poor labouring classes by itself providing the land 
free of cost, and then letting the dwellings built 
thereon at a rent which would just pay an 
adequate interest for the outlay incurred in such 
building. 

COUNTY NOTIFICATION I~ETURNS.--In addition 
to the county councils mentioned in our last issue 
as having a central system of interchange of notifi- 
cations between the medical officers of health of 
each district, we should have mentioned Worcester- 
shire, which, under Mr. Fosbrooke's auspices, was 
we believe the first to start such an interchange. 
In Worcestershire the returns are classified and 
sent out weekly by the county medical officer of 
health. AS a result of the action of the county 
council, it is also noteworthy that in Worcester- 
shire only two authorities have failed to adopt the 
Notification Act. In  Cornwall, Mr. Trevail, the 
chairman of the sanitary committee of the county 
council, sends round a monthly statement of in- 
fectious cases occurring in each district. 

IRON HOSPITALS.--On April 2oth, in answer to 
a question in the House of Commons, the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board stated that 
his Board were continually pressing sanitary 
authorities to provide for their districts proper hos- 
pital accommodation of a permanent character for 
the treatment of cases of infectious diseases ordi- 
narily current in this country, and they were always 
prepared to entertain applications for sanction to 
loans in respect of such hospitals. I t  too frequently 
happened, however, that a sanitary authority did 
not provide any hospital accommodation until there 
was a serious outbreak of infectious disease, and 
then an iron building was hurriedly put up. These 
buildings could only be regarded as emergency 
hospitals, and it was very rarely that they were 
found to be adapted or adaptable except for the 
temporary requirements of the district, and it was 
not the practice of the Board to sanction a loan 
in these cases. 

S A N I T A R Y  A P P L I A N C E S .  
MESSRS. CUNNALS, WRIGHT, AND CO. of' 28, 

Gracechurch Street, draw attention to their patent 
corrugated iron laths and sheets, which are 
suitable for the erection of temporary hospitals, 
etc. The rapidity with which buildings of this 
material can be constructed, and their early 
readiness for habitation are points in their favour ; 
though, when time admits of it, the construction of 
more permanent structures is preferable. 

PATENT SMOKE TEST FOR DRAINs.--M:essrs. 
Burnet and Groom, of Peckham, draw attention to 
their patent smoke test, the price of which is 
iod. each. Each smoke.case is provided with a 
movable wire handle, by means of which the case 
can~ after the match has been ignited, be passed 
beyond the trap of a closet or gully trap. The 
chief merit claimed for this appliance is that the 
test, being inextinguishable, can be used in the 
w.c. or gully trap without removing the water. We 
have tested this claim, and found that the smoke 
escaped, and detected leaks in a drain after pass- 
ing through the water in aw.c.  


